The authors of each article have selected what they consider to have been the most important advances in the subject and most of the references are to papers published in 1980 and 1981. This book stands up well to comparison with other similar volumes and can be recommended to neurologists who are unable to keep up with the increasing flood of original papers in the primary journals. R This is the first ever atlas in full colour of the pigmented skin, as opposed to those in black and white. It admirably achieves its aim, which is to instruct medical students, general practitioners and hospital residents. One might perhaps also include peripatetic professors who may not be used to looking at the pigmented skin.
It is clearly printed, on high quality paper and the plates are uniformly excellent. The text is easy to read and sufficiently informative. Wisely the book does not attempt to give details of, possibly, controversial treatments, or laboratory tests. It concentrates on clinical diagnosis. Obviously in a work of this nature a great deal has to be left out. The omission, however, of onchocerciasis is regrettable for, as pointed out in the preface, these days patients often travel widely.
Professor Bhutani is to be unreservedly congratulated on producing such a handy, clear and useful volume. It will be very widely read and subject to hard usage. On this account, therefore, it ought to have a more secure binding. At the subsidised price of £16 it is an absolute bargain which we can all afford. The tremendous progress that has been made in recent years in vascular surgery, particularly in the field of noninvasive diagnostic techniques, makes this book very timely and welcome. Noninvasive techniques are aids which supplement the history and clinical examination and are not meant to replace the latter which remains the cornerstone of diagnosis. The. authors recognize this and have devoted the first two chapters to the history and clinical examination.
The principles of instrumentation and techniques for measuring blood pressure and blood flow follow, with their application in the 'objective assessment of the vascular system (Chapters 3-5). The diagnostic techniques described are placed in perspective with emphasis on their value in clinical decisions in Chapter 6. Chapter 7 is devoted to 'Monitoring Coagulation Dynamics: Thromboelastography': a technique which is often neglected in our country and it is rare to find such a clear and practical account. Risk factors in atherosclerosis and their modification are discussed in Chapter 8. Finally, a number of case histories with examples of the clinical value and application of the various noninvasive techniques constitute Chapter 9. A list of vascular instrumentation sources is given in the Appendix at the end of the book with a list of selected key references.
.. This book is highly recommended to all clinicians and students who are concerned with vascular disease. It will provide them with the current use of noninvasive investigations of vascular disorders and the methods that are becoming so indispensable in the 1980s. The title of this brief monograph (50 pages of text and 40 of illustration) is doubly misleading: it does not deal with myelography in the conventional sense, other than as an adjunct to computed tomography, and only the subtitle indicates that it is concerned solely with children. This is unfortunate, because the book forms a useful introduction to a field in which most radiologists in Britain have as yet rather limited experience. It is not, as suggested in the preface 'a complete and concise presentation of... the range of normal and abnormal images'. The authors have drawn almost entirely on their own experience and there are a number of, albeit rare and possibly less important, omissions -for example, meningeal infiltration in storage diseases -while the coverage of some subjects, such as spinal arteriovenous malformations, is concise to the point of terseness. Nevertheless, the eleven chapters covering technique, anatomy, dysraphism (under which term the authors also discuss syringomyelia), neoplasms, trauma, infection, inflammation, and disorders of the spinal column, are densely packed with the fruits of the authors' experience at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto.
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Subsequent chapters on diagnostic accuracy, possible complications and suggested diagnostic approaches to spinal disease are also of considerable value.
The book is beautifully produced and reasonably priced. It will not remain a classic because it relates to a rapidly changing field. However, for those concerned with this field, it forms a useful summary of current knowledge. This useful volume is based on the proceedings of a one-day symposium held at the Institute of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. The subjects of androgens and anti-androgen therapy have been covered in some detail although there is inevitably some overlap (as in treatment with cyproterone acetate) and one or two omissions (e.g. no detailed evaluation of the use of the oral contraceptive in the treatment of hirsutism). The authors include many of the well-recognized experts in this field: there are, for example, typically authoritative contributions by James & Goodall on androgen production in women, and Hammerstein and colleagues on cyproterone. The summary by Dewhurst highlights the clinical problems and points to further areas of research. Gynaecologists and endocrinologists dealing with this common problem will find this a helpful review of current thinking on aetiology, diagnosis and treatment of hirsutism.
STEPHEN FRANKS

Senior Lecturer in Reproductive Endocrinology St Mary's Hospital Medical School. London W2
New Developments in Practical Virology (Laboratory and Research Methods in Biology and Medicine, vol 5) Colin R Howard (ed) pp 343 £39.40 New York: Alan R Liss 1982 This volume comprises a series of nine review articles and is designed to be an 'introduction to the art' for new devotees. The ranges of expertise within the field of practical virology has burgeoned in the last decade and undeniably there is a need for easy access to these new methodologies. Although the authors write within their own particular areas of expertise, their individual concepts of what is an appropriate introduction to the art varies. This is reflected both in the length of the articles and the details contained therein. Nevertheless this volume offers a useful introduction to the new techniques for readers interested in exploring fields other than their own.
The chapter on electron microscopy goes well beyond the routine methods for negative staining of virus preparations and will be very valuable to workers undertaking such studies. The chapters on Radioimmunoassay, Peptide Analysis of Viral Proteins, Hybridization Techniques, Oligonucleotide Fingerprinting of Viral Genomes, and Problems of Virus Containment will also be helpful for the non-specialist reader. The remaining three chapters comprising introductions to enzyme immunoassay, monoclonal antibodies and cell free translation of RNA are more superficial. This is a well presented book and the quality of the illustrations is high. Although some chapters are not as detailed as others, the texts of most and, in particular, the bibliography of all, combine to make this volume a useful addition to the library shelves.
RICHARD S TEDDER
Senior Lecturer in Virology The Middlesex Hospital Medical School, London WI
Dental Practitioners ' Formulary 1982 -4 (with British National Formulary No.4 1982 pp 440 £6 London: British Medical Association & The Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain 1982 The latest edition of the Dental Practitioners' Formulary is intended to remain in-date for 2 years. It has been extensively revised and is designed for use in the provision of dental treatment under Part IV of the National Health Services Acts. Only those preparations which the dentist may prescribe for his NHS patients are included. Indeed, the Dental Practitioners' Formulary occupies only 31 pages of the book and includes an excellent index.
A greater part of the book is devoted to a very recent edition of the British National Formulary (BNF). This is a most valuable inclusion for not only does it include drugs and preparations which the dentist may prescribe for administration in his surgery or under private prescription, but in addition provides the dental practitioner with a wealth of vital information about drugs which his patients may be receiving for illness totally unrelated to dental disease, but which influence his treatment plan. Recent years have seen tremendous advances in the field of pharmacology and therapeutics and of the drugs now available a number may produce oral side-effects, some may give adverse systemic reactions and others may require dose modification to enable dental treatment to be completed. All the information concerning such drugs is to be found in the BNF.
